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Obtaining the Learner’s Permit 

No person may legally drive any automobile upon the public highways or streets without a valid 

learner’s permit or license.  The permit allows a driver who is at least 15 years old to operate the same 

vehicles as a Class D license, with certain restrictions.  The teen must have a licensed driver who is at 

least 21 years old seated beside them in the vehicle and they must have permission from the teen’s 

parent. The learner’s permit is required in order to begin any Behind the Wheel course.  The learner’s 

permit can be obtained by either of the two methods below: 

Option One:  The parent and student must go directly to the DMV with the appropriate permit 

application completed and signed by the instructor who is providing the Classroom Phase instruction* 

(This is given out during the second week of driver education during 3rd quarter)  

Option Two:  The parent hires a private driving company, who will complete the Secretary of State 

process and obtain the student permit on the parent’s behalf 

*Visiting the DMV for an Illinois Learner's Permit 

When the student and parent/legal guardian visit the DMV, they must bring the 
following documents:  

 Blue and White State of Illinois Driver’s Permit Application (at SCP, this can be obtained 
from the Driver’s Ed instructor – Mr. Pellack)  See  Highlighted Section Above  

 Proof of identity/date of birth (original birth certificate, adoption records, certified high 
school/grade school transcript). 

 Proof of Social Security (Social Security card, award letter, Illinois ID card record). 
 2 documents proving residency (bank statement, report card, letter on school 

stationery). 
 Proof of enrollment in Driver’s Ed (Also Given out during 2nd week of Driver Education) 

Students will need to:  

 Successfully pass the written permit test. Southland now gives the Online Permit 
Test in class. This will be seen on the Permit Application.  

 Pass a vision screening. 
 Pay the $20 fee. 

 



Students will receive the learner's permit before leaving the DMV. The permit's validity 
varies based on age:  

 If the student is under 18 years old, the permit is valid for 2 years and the 
student must hold it a minimum of 9 months before they can apply for an initial 
driver's license. 

 If the student is 18 years old or older, they will receive an Illinois learner's permit 
that is valid for only 1 year. 

 

Driver’s Ed Classroom Instruction Phase  

The classroom phase is the foundation of the Driver Education program. The program covers a wide 

variety of driving and traffic safety topics (such as: signs, signal lights, pavement markings, and laws; the 

decision making process in driving’ rural roads and expressway driving; etc.), and is completed at SCP 

during the P.E. Classes, During the third quarter of the sophomore (10th grade) year.  State required 

minimum: 30 hours of instruction.   

 

Driver’s Ed Behind the Wheel (BTW) Instruction Phase  

The Behind the Wheel Phase is the ultimate driving experience that incorporates information from the 

classroom. It is in this phase that students must learn to continuously identify problem situations and 

successfully solve them in real world driving. This phase is completed at High Schools within the 

student’s residential district or at private driving companies. Students are evaluated on a lesson by 

lesson basis based on how well they are able to perform the specific tasks of each lesson. They move on 

to the next lesson when the instructors feel that they have mastered the previous skills. It is at this point 

that the parents or “driving coach” are expected to enhance student learning by practicing skills as they 

are learned for homework. Instructors recommend that students practice with their parents as much as 

possible.  

The BTW portion must consist of at least six (6) hours of driving.  In addition, State law also requires 

each student to complete fifty (50) hours of practice driving with an adult (outside of class) to qualify for 

an Illinois license.  Ten (10) of those hours must be night driving conditions.  These fifty (50) hours must 

be documented on the student driver log sheet, which is available for download on the DMV website.  A 

booklet is available at the DMV which also has the driver log sheet. (This is available from Mr. Pellack as 

well)  

 

 

 

 



FEES 
TYPE AMOUNT PAYABLE TO 

DMV Application for Instructional 
Permit Fee  
 

$20.00 Illinois Secretary of State 

Illinois State Identification Card $10 Illinois Secretary of State *This is not a requirement to 

obtain a permit, but it is highly recommended.. 

 

Option One:  District High School 
Behind the Wheel Fee 
Rich Township Schools 
(Whatever One you are in district 
for)  Summer BTW 
 

Ranges: $112 - 
$125  

Paid to the school the child will attend for the 
BTW instruction. 

Option Two:  Private Driving 
Company Fee 
Local Driving Schools 
REDD Driving School- Homewood 
Orland Driving School- Various 
Locations 
 

Ranges: $300 -
$400 

Paid to the company that has been hired for 
BTW Instruction.  In some cases, the Permit 
Application Fee may be included. 

Illinois Driver’s License 
 

$30 Illinois Secretary of State 

 

 

Behind The Wheel Instruction Pros and Cons between Option One (District High School)  

and Option Two (Private Driving Company): 

Option One (District High School) Option Two (Private Driving Company) 
Pros:   

1. Significantly Lower Cost 
2. Students do not receive private lessons.  They are 

usually grouped with 2 other learners in the same 
vehicle and take turns demonstrating techniques.  
This is helpful because they get to have visual and 
hands-on instruction in the vehicle. 

3. Parents take the student to the DMV for the 
Permit and to complete the road test. 
 

  

Pros:   
1. Convenient scheduling 
2. Options for private or group lessons 
3. The instruction permit is usually obtained by the 

company  
4. Most instructors do not require any preliminary 

driving skills for the students 
5. Driving Companies usually provide transportation 

for the student to and from each instructional 
lesson. 

6. In some cases, the driving company also takes the 
child to the DMV for the actual road test to obtain 
the license. 

Cons:   
1. SCP Parents work with the staff at SCP and the 

school who will provide instruction to ensure that 
the student is entered in the “IWAS” system 
(internal school database for recording eligibility 
and grades from classroom and BTW instruction). 
This needs to be done before summer break so 
that the child can appropriately register for BTW at 
the district HS! Parents will have to take time off 
work to ensure completion of the registration.  

Cons:   
1. Significantly Higher Cost 
2. Time required for online research to shop for 

pricing and reputation of the private companies 
and their instructors 
 



2. Scheduling priority is usually given to the students 
receiving daily education at the school.  BTW 
classes for students who attend private schools, 
charter schools, or are home schooled take the 
classes during the summer. 

3. Transportation to the school where the BTW 
instruction will be held is not provided. 

4. Instructors expect that the students have already 
been on the road, or in a lot with a licensed driver 
to learn how to complete left and right hand turns, 
signaling, etc. 

 

How to Find A BTW Class 

Private Driving Companies can be found via the internet.  It is very important to research each company 

for price and to determine the scope of services they will offer.   

SCP is located in HS District 227.  Parents can contact any of the District High Schools individually to 

check availability and fees for classes.   

Rich East (708) 679-6100, Rich Central (708) 679-5600, or Rich South (708) 679-3000 

 
What To Do If the Permit is lost 

It is recommended that upon receipt of the permit, the parent/guardian make a copy.  It will be 
needed if the parent is registering the student for BTW at the High School.  If the permit is lost, the 
DMV will replace it for a $5.00 fee.  Copies of identification and proof of residency will be needed at 
the DMV to get the replacement permit. 

Checking Student Status to Obtain the Driver’s License 
You can check online to see if your student’s driver education information has been completed and 

approved by the Secretary of State’s Office by entering your child’s permit number on the following 

website (ISBE Driver Education Status Inquiry): 

https://www.ilsos.gov/deccheck/ 

Please Let Mr. Pellack Know you will be taking BTW at a Public High School so he can put you on Transfer 

list.  

NOTE: The website will show (in red or green) when the student may take the license test.  Please remember that BTW class completion data 

may take up to 1 month after the class is completed to show up in the system. The BTW teacher must Pick-up your student from the transfer list 

in order for the Classroom and BTW completion to be merged together.  

 
When can the student get a Driver’s License? 

1. Students are eligible to get their licenses 9 months and 1 day from the date their permits 
were issued to them provided that they have passed both classroom and behind the wheel 
portions of Driver Education. 

2. Before going to DMV for the license, check the status! (see above for directions) 

https://www.ilsos.gov/deccheck/


3. * Remember it is the responsibility of the behind the wheel instructor to pick up your student 
from the transfer list. If they do not the classroom and BTW portions will not merge and your 
student will not be able to obtain their license.  

Additional Reference Information 

https://sites.google.com/a/d230.org/victor-j-andrew-driver-education/home/getting-your-permit 

Illinois Secretary of State – Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) 

www.cyberdriveillinois.com 

Illinois State Board of Education 

Illinois has established age-related requirements for obtaining an instruction permit. If the student is 15 to 17 
years old, they need to:  

 Be currently enrolled in a state-approved driver's education course. 
OR 

 Provide proof that they're a maximum of 30 days away from beginning a driver's education course. 
The Driver's Ed courses must include 30 hours of classroom instruction as well as 6 hours of behind-the-wheel 
instruction.  If the student is 17 years and 3 months old or older, he/she may apply for a learner's permit without 
taking Driver's Ed.  According to State Law, students meeting the age requirements are eligible to receive a 
learner’s instruction permit thirty days prior to beginning driver education instructional courses in the 
classroom.   

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Driver-Education-Program.aspx 

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/driver_ed_faq.pdf 

https://sites.google.com/a/d230.org/victor-j-andrew-driver-education/home/getting-your-permit
http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Driver-Education-Program.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/driver_ed_faq.pdf

